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persons under quarantine at
Naidu Hospital as of March 12

CORONAVIRUS

Dubai passengers face airport lockdown
MINISTRY DIRECTIVE Passengers with a history of travel to any of the seven “high risk” nations
landing at Pune airport in SpiceJet flights from Dubai would be kept in isolation for 14 days
Yogesh Joshi
n

yogesh.joshi@hindustantimes.com

A coronavirus victim admitted
at Naidu Hospital said that he
was feeling stressed out due
to isolation at the ward and
the only available medium of
interaction was the cellphone
which he used extensively to
connect with friends and
relatives. Giving details to a
friend on phone, the victim
said that as there is no
television set inside the
hospital, he has to stay alone
with his wife, while their
daughter is quarantined in an
adjacent room. According to
the victim, he has requested
family members to bring
tiffin as the food arrangement at the hospital is
unsatisfactory. He said
doctors pay a visit only once
during the entire day.

PUNE:Even as the number of per-

sons testing positive to novel Covid-19 (coronavirus) rose to nine
on Thursday, the Pune district
administration announced plans
to further strengthen the quarantine regime for passengers arriving on international flights.
Divisional commissioner
Deepak Mhaisekar said passengers arriving by the Dubai - Pune
flight with a history of visiting
seven “high risk” nations post
February 15, would be placed
under institutional quarantine
for 14 days. This would mean
quarantine at a government hospital or a government-designated
quarantine facility in Pune.
The “high risk” nations
includes China, Italy, Iran,
Republic of Korea, France, Spain
and Germany. Passengers who
travelled to any of these countries
after February 15 would be taken
to quarantine facilities in the city,
irrespective of whether or not
they have any symptoms,
Mhaisekar said.
Other passengers arriving on
Dubai-Pune flights without
travel history to these nations
would be advised home quarantine, he said on Thursday at a
press conference.
On Thursday, the sample of
another person, who returned to
Pune from the United States,
tested positive at the National
Institute of Virology (NIV). District collector Naval Kishore Ram
said the person landed in Pune on
March 1 and his samples were
sent for testing to NIV on Wednesday after he showed symptoms
similar to the deadly infection.
The condition of nine patients
at Naidu Hospital was stable, said
Ram. The number of persons
under quarantine at Naidu Hospital rose to 54 on Thursday. They
include the nine positive cases,
two cases which are inconclusive
and 43 cases which are under
observation.
Mhaisekar said as per the
Union ministry’s directives, passengers with a history of travel to
any of the seven “high risk”
nations landing at Pune airport in
the SpiceJet flights from Dubai
would be kept in isolation for 14
days.
“We request family members,
relatives of these passengers not
to rush to the airport to receive
them as we will not allow them to
meet passengers,” he said. Two
SpiceJet flights are scheduled to
land at Lohegaon airport Friday
and Saturday at 4.35 am.
Mhaisekar said while the carrying capacity of the flight is 190
passengers, the exact number of
flyers with details about previous
travel history would be obtained
from the airline in advance.

DOCS PAY VISIT
ONLY ONCE A
DAY: PATIENT

Private firm to provide
food to patients

n

School students seen wearing mask as a preventive measure against coronavirus infection in the city on Thursday.

Screening, contact tracing on
to contain infection spread
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4 shops in FDA net
for substandard
sanitiser sale
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EVENTS CANCELLED, POSTPONED

PUNE:The Pune district adminis-

tration, along with the health officials, is screening people who are
residing in areas in a three-kilometre radius around the residence of infected persons for Covid-19 (coronavirus).
According to divisional commissioner Deepak Mhaisekar,
screening of people residing at 650
flats has been done and the
administration has mapped three
kilometre radius of four different
areas in Pune and PimpriChinchwad through global positioning system (GPS).
Mhaiskar, said, “We have so
far screened people residing in
650 flats and have appealed to residents to avoid going out if not
necessary.”
The officials are visiting each
residence and screening people
for symptoms of Covid-19.
Such persons are advised to
stay indoors. Under the containment programme, the administration has set up check post and
filters and screen visitors coming
from outside these areas, said
officials.

PUNE: Many events and conferences have been cancelled or
postponed to check the spread of
Covid-19 (coronavirus) cases,
according to civic officials.

Deepak Mhaisekar, divisional
commissioner, said, “Events,
conferences and social gatherings
taking place in hotels and wedding halls should be cancelled and
no public events should be held in
the city.”
The civic administration has
cancelled World Consumer Rights

PROCESS OF CONTACT
TRACING INITIATED
The officials of Pune Municipal
Corporation (PMC) is contact
tracing those who tested positive
for the virus.
“We are doing a day-wise
detailing and then tracing the
people the infected came in contact with. Then we send a team of
two to three persons to their
homes to check for symptoms,”
said officials.
The couple and their daughter

Day that was to be held at
Swargate bus depot on March 15.
District collector Naval Kishore
Ram, said, “We have asked
organisers of various events and
have also appealed to residents
not to attend social gatherings or
visit places, and temples like
Shirdi.” Other events which stand
cancelled or postponed include
the Sant Tukaram Mahostav
organised by the Savitribai Phule
Pune University (SPPU) which was
supposed to be held from March
13 to 15.
HTC

came in contact with at least 43
people while returning to India.
Some of those first persons they
came in contact with have been
tested positive for the virus.
“In these areas, we are currently conducting surveys in
household and screening people
as a part of our containment programme,” said Naval Kishore
Ram, district collector. Meanwhile, PMC has temporarily shut
down Kranti Jyoti Savitribai
Phule garden.

2 RAPE WOMAN IN
MOVING VEHICLE;
COPS ON MANHUNT
FOR ACCUSED

shortstories

PUNE:The Food and Drug Author-

ity, Pune (FDA) has issued show
cause notice to four medical
shops in the city on Thursday
after it was found that these shops
were selling substandard sanitisers and overcharging for masks.
Suresh Patil, FDA Pune drug
division joint commissioner,
said, “We have raided 156 medical
shops across the city after we
received complaints that bogus
sanitisers are being sold and that
masks are being sold at a higher
price than the printed MRP. We
found four such shops which
were doing such malpractices,
two in Kothrud, one each at
Gokhalenagar and Balewadi.”
Patil said while the stock of
fake sanitisers was over, the
shopkeeper accepted that he had
sold bogus product. “We have
issued show cause notice to these
shops and also shut down the
shop temporarily. One can differentiate between an original and
fake sanitiser by looking for the
manufacturer’s name and licence
number which usually starts
with the state initials like MH for
Maharashtra or GJ for Gujarat.”

PMC has appointed a private
agency to provide food to
Covid-19 (coronavirus)
patients recuperating at the
infectious diseases department of Naidu Hospital.
Ramchandra Hankare, PMC
health department chief, said,
“Lunch and dinner are served
to patients by the private
agency and if relatives want
to provide food, they can
drop it at the gate as we have
put restrictions taking into
account the possible spread
of the disease.”

Tour operators to
provide foreign trip list
of past one month
The district administration
has asked city tour operators
to submit details of travellers
who undertook foreign trips
in the past one month. There
are at least 200 tour operators
in Pune district who will
submit information about
travellers following which
these passengers will be
screened, said divisional
commissioner Deepak
Mhaisekar. Mhaisekar and
district collector Naval
Kishore Ram briefed the tour
operators at a meeting held in
the city on Thursday.

PREVENTIVE STEPS
HOW TO WASH YOUR HANDS?
The district administration is distributing pamphlets
and advisories as to how one must wash their hands to
prevent the spread of coronavirus. One must wash their
hands for at least 20 seconds which includes washing
the palms, in between the fingers and the back of the
hands with soap. Avoid touching your mouth, nose and
eyes as much as possible.
According to the World Health Organisation (WHO), the low-cost
measures below will help prevent the spread of infections such as
colds, flu and stomach bugs in your workplace and protect your
customers, contractors and employees.
n Employers should start

doing these things now, even
if Covid-19 (coronavirus) has
not arrived in the communities where they operate. They
can already reduce working
days lost due to illness and
stop or slow the spread of
Covid-19 if it arrives at one of
your workplaces

Students during the convocation ceremony.
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25TH CONVOCATION CEREMONY
OF AIT ORGANISED
PUNE: The 25th convocation ceremony of Army Institute of Technology (AIT),
Pune was held at BC Joshi hall at the institute campus on March 7. The
graduate students of the 2018-19 batch were felicitated by chief guest
Dinanath Kholkar, global head, analytics and insights division, Tata Consultancy Services. Kholar congratulated all the graduate students and their
parents. In his keynote address, he said, “Convocation ceremony is a milestone in one’s career. You are fortunate to graduate from the Army Institute
of Technology as it grooms you to be all-round professionals. Engineering
today is cross-disciplinary and respecting somebody else’s expertise
is necessary.”

4-DAY MEDICAL
MEET CONCLUDES

NIBM ACHIEVES
100% PLACEMENT

PUNE: Mahem 2020 (Maharashtra
Emergency Medicine), a statelevel conference, was held in the
city from March 5 to 8. The
conference was held in association with EMA (Emergency
Medicine Association), ACEE
(Academic College of Emergency
Expect) and INDUSEM (Indo-US
Emergency Medicine). The
conference was organised by Dr
Syed Fiyaz Pasha Accident and
Emergency Department, Jehangir
Hospital in association with BJ
Medical College and Sassoon
Hospital, Columbia Asia Hospital,
KEM hospital.

PUNE : The National Institute of
Bank Management (NIBM) has
achieved 100 per cent campus
placements for the 2018-2020
batch and maintained its track
record. All the 118 students of the
PGDM (banking and financial
services) 2018-20 batch are placed.
32 firms visited NIBM this year,
including private banks, small
finance banks, payment banks,
consulting companies, rating
agencies, fintech companies, IT
companies. The highest number
of students were recruited by the
Axis Bank followed by the HSBC,
according to the institute.

n Make sure these dispensers

are regularly refilled. Display
posters promoting handwashing. Ask your local public
health authority for these or
look on www.WHO.in
n Combine this with

other communication
measures
such as
offering
guidance
from
occupational
health and
safety officers,
briefings at
meetings and
information on the intranet to
promote handwashing.

workplaces are
clean and
hygienic and
surfaces,
including
desks and
tables, and
objects like
telephones
and keyboards
need to be wiped
with disinfectant
regularly
n Why? Because contamination

on surfaces touched by
employees and customers is
one of the main ways that
Covid-19 spreads

n Make sure that staff,

contractors and customers
have access to places where
they can wash their hands
with soap and water. Why?
Because washing kills the
virus on your hands and
prevents the spread of
Covid-19.

n Promote regular and

thorough handwashing by
employees, contractors and
customers
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IS PUNE DOING ITS BEST TO
COUNTER CORONAVIRUS?
Are we as individuals and as a city taking the necessary precautions to
prevent the spread of the novel coronavirus infection? What are we
doing right? What needs to change? What are your observations and
your views on this issue? Let us know!

Write to us @ puneletters@htlive.com

NUMBERS YOU NEED TO KNOW

14
Patients
tested
positive for
coronavirus in
Maharashtra

9
3
1
1

FOR HELP
in Pune

in Mumbai

in Nagpur

in Thane

1,618

In case of symptoms
or other doubts, call

passengers of
international flights have
been screened at Pune’s
Lohegaon airport since
March 5 for coronavirus
infection

42

104

For any patient on train, call

1123978046 or 182
1-866-300-4374 or
301-796-8240 or
9-1-1 for complaints

samples of Pune
residents awaited

against fake hand sanitisers
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CELEBRATING 60 YEARS OF TEACHING FILM LANGUAGE

Police nab
absconding
Pocso accused
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n
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PUNE: The Pimpri-Chinchwad

n

dispensers in prominent
places around the workplace

n Make sure your

HT Correspondent
n

n Put sanitising hand rub

Police have launched a pan-Maharashtra manhunt for the
driver and cleaner of a goods carrier, accused of raping a 29-yearold woman in the vehicle on the
Alandi-Chakan road.
The crime is believed to have
taken place between Tuesday
night and Wednesday morning,
as per the complaint registered
with the Alandi police.
The accused offered to drop the
victim to Perne phata, but instead
abducted and raped her in the
vehicle, as it was moving.
The woman in her complaint
said the duo sexually assaulted
her, and threatened to kill her.
They also beat her up when she
resisted.
The woman managed escape
with her purse and a mobile
phone belonging to the cleaner.
She then approached a watchman in a residential society on
the Alandi-Chakan road, and he
helped her get to the police.
The complaint was initially
lodged at the Talegaon Dabhade
police station, but was then transferred to the Alandi police station.
Smita Patil, DCP zone one,
said, “Currently, these accused
are outside the city and our teams
have gone to nab them. They will
be arrested soon.”
The police have invoked IPC
376 (rape), 366 (kidnapping,
abducting or inducing), and other
relevant sections against the
accused.

n

A replica of analog movie camera is placed at the entrance of the Film and Television Institute of India gate on Thursday, ahead of the
institute’s 60th Foundation Day celebration on March 20.
RAVINDRA JOSHI/HT PHOTO

PUNE: The Sahakarnagar police,
on Thursday, arrested a historysheeter identified as Sagar
Sambhaji Vanjari (28), a resident
of Dhankawadi, under the Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences (Pocso) Act, 2012.
The arrest was made in connection with a Pocso case lodged
against Vanjari on January 25.
According to officials, Vanjari
had sexually assaulted a nineyear-old girl in a residential society located in Sahkarnagar. He
has been absconding since then,
said officials.
Nandkumar Bidwai, incharge
of Sahakarnagar police station,
said that the accused used different two-wheelers for committing
every crime.
“The police have found that
Vanjari is also involved in a similar offence registered at
Dattawadi police station,” said
Bidwai.

No progress in garbage disposal plan at Phursungi, Uruli
HT Correspondent
n

puneletters@htlive.com

PUNE: Against the background of

confirmed Covid-19 (coronavirus) cases in the city, office bearers of the civic body who have
appealed to residents of Phursungi and Uruli Devachi to withdraw their current stir and allow
the disposal of garbage at designated landfills in the area, have
failed to make any

RESIDENTS IN THE AREA
ARE NOT ALLOWING THE
DUMPING OF GARBAGE
AT THE DEPOT FOR THE
PAST 10 DAYS
headway.
The residents in the area are
not allowing the dumping of garbage at the depot for the past 10
days.

Mayor Murlidhr Mohol,
municipal commissioner Shekhar Gaikwad, standing committee chairman Hemant Rasane and solid waste management
department head Dyneshwar
Molak held a meeting with the
residents in the area on Thursday.
Sanjay Harpale, a resident of
Phursungi who is one of the persons leading the protests, said,
“Our issues are still pending

with the civic body, but if they
give us in writing that the issues
will be solved and our demands
will be fulfilled we can consider
their request.
“How can we roll back our agitation if our demands are not
met?” he said
Another agitator Ganesh
Dhore said, “The officials of PMC
say they are worried as the garbage is collected in various places in the city due to the ongoing

scare of coronavirus.
“We too are humans, but the
PMc is not processing or segregating the garbage and dumping
it here,” he said.
Mohol said, “We appealed to
the residents to withdraw the
agitation as garbage is seen overflowing at various places around
the city.
“By considering the panic created due to coronavirus the residents need to cooperate,” he said.

